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CONSERVATION COMMISSION
2015 Annual Report

Comprised of nine members, the Conservation Commission has
responsibilities regarding the Town’s natural resources and lands that
have historic, educational, cultural, scientific, architectural or
archaeological values in which the public has an interest. It may make
recommendations regarding acquisition of land and receive
appropriations, gifts (including land or other property) and grants for the
purposes of carrying out its responsibilities on behalf of the Town. It
may assist other parts of town and regional government on matters
relating to the local environment. It may also prepare and distribute
relevant information and encourage public understanding of local natural
resources and conservation needs through educational activities.

Regarding administration of municipal lands, properties and other rights,
the commission is charged with stewardship of 793 acres of Town-
owned land located adjacent to Scrag Mountain (Scrag Town Forest),
alongside the Mad River (Wu Ledges Town Forest) and alongside Brook
Road (Woliner parcel), plus monitoring a conservation easement held by
the Town on 10 acres behind the Valley Professional Center (Dowdell /
Baked Beads parcel).

The Scrag timber harvest that was scheduled for early 2015 was
postponed until early 2016 due to unforeseen circumstances with the
contractor. To ensure public safety and facilitate the expeditious
completion of the harvest, the Scrag Town Forest has been temporarily
closed to public access. This closure will extend through most of 2016 to
allow conditions on site to settle after the harvest. Designed primarily to
harvest mature timber for economic uses and improve wildlife habitat,
this project is also generating revenue for the Town that will be used to
further stewardship and improvements (such as new trails) on the Scrag
and Wu Ledges Forests.

The Commission hosted a public forum in January to solicit public input
on a report prepared in 2014 by Sinuosity, a trail design and construction
firm, on the possibility of an expanded hiking trail network on the upper,
west-facing portion of the Scrag Forest. Attendees were generally
supportive of the report and enhanced trail opportunities at Scrag.
Several Commission members reviewed Sinousity’s recommended trail
routes on the ground during the spring and the full Commission has since
begun consideration of next steps to improve the trail network, but has
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not yet pursued it aggressively because of the pending Scrag timber
harvest and the need for additional capacity to help manage the process,
secure necessary funding and permits, etc.

We were very pleased to receive the Selectboard’s approval in February
of a long-term (10-15 year) management plan for the Wu Ledges Town
Forest. This culminated a rigorous planning process conducted over more
than a year in collaboration with contractor Kristen Sharpless of
Sharpless Ecologic. The process included two well-attended public
forums and a written public survey that generated a strong response rate.
Public input from those efforts was an important part of informing the
future management direction for the property.

Since the approval of the Wu Ledges management plan, the Commission
has begun to dive into implementation of priority actions. Commission
Vice Chair Chris Loomis marked boundaries of some of the Town’s
lands, and Commission member Mark Haberle flagged and got digital
field data of routes on the adjoining Hastings Meadow subdivision lands
where the Town holds legal trail rights. Frustratingly, some of the
flagging from Chris’s and Mark’s volunteer field work was subsequently
removed without permission. The Commission asks everyone to refrain
from such actions in the future and to contact the Commission if there
are questions or concerns about activities on these lands.

The Commission has begun considering the best process for enhancing
public access and creating an official trail network for Wu Ledges. As a
first step, the Commission established on the ground a small public
parking area at the end of Hastings Road in the center of the Hastings
Meadow subdivision, which was a condition of that development’s
subdivision approval. This parking area is available for public use
(although not plowed in the wintertime). The Commission is also in
discussions with the Mad River Riders mountain biking group and the
Mad River Path Association about identifying one or two initial routes
that would become official trails (with signage, maps, management
agreement, etc.) potentially in 2016. The Commission envisions
undertaking a subsequent planning effort with additional public
involvement to determine what a more comprehensive trail network on
the property should include.

The Commission also endeavored to remove the graffiti that sadly was
painted on part of the Wu Ledges rock overlook in the early summer of
2014. Commission members researched various options and tried
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scrubbing the paint with wire brushes, but to no avail. We then hired
Fred Viens, Jr., who used an acetylene torch to try to burn the paint off in
late summer. This had a modest effect, but the paint is still clearly
evident. The Commission hopes ice and snow this winter on top of the
effects of burning it may make it possible to remove the paint with wire
brushes and elbow grease in the spring, although we’re not optimistic.
The Commission continues to offer a small reward for leads identifying
those who perpetrated this disrespectful vandalism.

The Commission would like to thank Washington County Forester Dan
Singleton for his assistance particularly with preparations for the Scrag
Forest timber harvest; to Fred Viens, Jr. for his efforts in trying to
remove the graffiti at Wu Ledges; and to the Valley Reporter for helping
to publicize our community endeavors.

Thanks also to Tom Dean, who after an extended courtship stepped up
and filled a standing vacancy on the Commission in the fall. The
Commission has already benefitted from Tom’s involvement.

And special gratitude to Leo Laferriere, who guided the Commission
with a patience, wisdom and steady hand as Chair for seven years until
early 2015, and who did yeoman’s work in 2015 sorting out the status of
Town funds related to the Commission’s purview with Town Treasurer
Kellee Mazer. Although Leo is no longer serving as Chair, the
Commission is thankful that he is continuing as an active member.

Respectfully submitted,
Phil Huffman, Chair
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