Town of Waitsfield 2015

DEDICATION

ELEANOR FARR HASKIN
1931 - 2015

Eleanor Farr Haskin was born on Oct. 14, 1931 to Eunice Buzzell and
Alton Farr. She grew up in and the family still owns the red brick
building on the east side of Bridge Street. Telecommunications and
community had always been her vocation. She told many, “I was born
into it.” But to know Eleanor one would have to know a little bit about
her parents.

Eleanor’s father, Alton Farr, is, for all intents and purposes, the founder
of Waitsfield-Fayston Telephone Co (WFTC). Though a Vermonter
brought up in the Moretown area, his start in the telephone industry took
him to New England Tel. & Tel. in the Boston area. Walter Jones
convinced Alton to come back to the Valley to take the reins of the infant
telephone company. Alton’s first order of business was to buy up the
majority of stocks held by many in the Mad River Valley. He wanted to
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be in a position of pursuing his plans for the company without
interference that would take his eye off his goals.

Alton was a self-mad man, dabbling in a little of everything from nature
to technology. Under his direction, he grew the Company so there was
ubiquitous telephone service throughout the Valley. Along with his
endless work with WFTC, Alton performed contractual work with Green
Mountain Power and is chiefly responsible for bringing electricity to
Valley customers, wiring most homes for that purpose.

Alton’s life was cut short by TB and he passed in 1940 when Eleanor
was only nine years of age. Still, she had many fond memories of her
dad including planting and caring for an apple orchard in the area next to
the Mill Hill Cemetery in Waitsfield. There he also raised bees.

It was at this time that Eleanor’s mom, Eunice Buzzell Farr, stepped in to
keep WFTC afloat. Eunice knew every facet of WTFC’s operation. She
had various hired men throughout the post Alton years, but still was the
force that kept service going. There are photos of her out and about with
an old pickup truck working on lines. She has on a housedress covered
with an apron. Eunice had to be mother, father, employer, technician and
mother-at-large to the children in the Valley. This was the atmosphere
that Eleanor was raised in and lived through.

Eunice and Alton were very community minded. Alton started a
scouting troop. Creating an ice skating area under the covered bridge on
Bridge St. where Alton strung lights for night skating and Eunice made
hot chocolate and homemade potato chips were typical events.

The spirits of these two people were planted in their child, Eleanor Farr
Haskin. She was innovative and forward thinking like her dad. She
harmonized those qualities with the caring and benevolence of her
mother. The next paragraph is an overview of the Eleanor Haskin I knew
from a child when she taught music at Waitsfied High and Elementary
School to an adult when she became my employer for 36 years and
remained a delightful friend and mentor throughout.

On March 23, 1952, Eleanor married Dana L. Haskin in Waitsfield. She
graduated from the University of Rochester, NY Eastman School of
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Music in 1957. Eleanor followed her husband’s military career that took
them far from the Mad River Valley. With her mother’s health declining,
Eleanor and Dana realized that the WFTC was at a critical juncture and
made the decision that keeping the business in the family and coming
back to the Valley was the only choice. The move ushered in a new era
of progress and leadership at the phone company. Eleanor became active
in state, regional and national organizations in the independent phone
industry, becoming the first woman president of the Telephone Assoc. of
New England (TANE) and was the first woman inducted into the TANE
Hall of Fame. In addition her voice was being heard on the national level
through the Organization for the Preservation and Advancement of Small
Telephone Companies. In 1980 she was elected its President, the first
woman to lead a national telephone industry association. Today
Waitsfield and Champlain Valley Telecom is a progressive and
innovative company offering a variety of telecommunication options that
is a true testimony to Eleanor’s vision and business acumen.

Under Eleanor’s leadership, WFTC (more recognizable today as
Waitsfield and Champlain Valley Telecom) was a constant leader in the
industry, quite a feat for a small independent telephone company.

WEFTC was often first in technology advances such as Direct Distance
Dialing, automated billing, branching into cable television and becoming
an Internet Service Provider to name only a few achievements. The fact
that WFTC was part of a consortium where little companies bought
bigger telephone companies (GTE that became Champlain Valley
Telecom) is testament to Eleanor’s vision of creating a larger serving
area to develop and promote new products.

It is difficult to talk about a woman of such magnitude in a few
paragraphs. It is the hope of this author that you see Eleanor as a whole
person, one who could rub elbows with the power brokers in
Washington, D.C., knew BS when she saw it and called you on it and
then returned to the Valley to be just a local, a mother, a grandmother, a
great grandmother and wonderful friend.

Kevin Eurich
Waitsfield, VT
Myrtle Beach, SC





