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I

nspired by the greenway movement during the 1980s, a grass
roots organization was formed in
the Mad River Valley to explore the
possibility of a valley-wide recreation
trail. In 1990, this organization was
incorporated as a nonprofit organization known as the Mad River Path
Association (MRPA) and began seriously advocating and planning for the
Mad River Greenway.
Early planning efforts for the
pathway through the villages of
Waitsfield and Irasville explored an off
road alignment. Due to various natural obstacles, locating the Path along
Route 100 was determined to be
more practical. In 1995, the Town of
Waitsfield entered into a Cooperative
Agreement with the State to build the
Route 100 Transportation Path
(Path).
The Town of Waitsfield formed a
local advisory committee to work with
the Town Administrator, Municipal
Project Manager and consulting engineers to define the project. Thorough
planning and long term effort has

resolved many local issues and
established a plan that meets the purpose and need of the project and
State and Federal standards. The
Town has completed the project
design and environmental permitting.
The Path will link the villages of
Waitsfield and Irasville from Waitsfield
School to Bragg Hill Road. The scope
of the project is a five-foot (5’) concrete sidewalk on one side of the
highway, two four-foot (4’) marked
bike lanes and strategically-placed
crosswalks. The plan also includes
trees, landscaping, granite curbing,
and signs.
Currently, the Town is working
with property owners on the temporary and permanent easements needed to build the project. The Town is
coordinating the Path project with the
proposed water project and upcoming
State paving project. Construction is
anticipated to begin in 2010.
The cost of the project is anticipated to be $1.5 million of which 10%
will be borne by the Town of
Waitsfield.
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The project includes:
• 5’ concrete sidewalk one side
• 4’ marked bicycle lanes both sides
• new crosswalk
• granite curbing
• trees, shrubs and landscaping
• signs and pavement markings
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The Route 100 Transportation will:
• provide a safe alternative transportation opportunity
• provide safer access for pedestrians and bicyclists of all ages
• provide a safe place for fitness walking
• have a calming effect on automobile traffic
• make for a more shopper friendly commercial district
• provide more opportunity for citizens to communicate in person
• be an important link for the Mad River Path recreation pathway
• improve accessibility for all citizens
• enhance access to Bridge Street Marketplace
• provide a new safe crosswalk on Route 100
• improve access to parking

Pathway ends at
Waitsfield Elementary
School.

New boardwalk on
Village Path

NORTH

Transportation Path
begins near Bragg
Hill Road.

Accessible spur sidewalk
through Bridge Street
Marketplace

Proposed new
crosswalk

The Village Path begins
at Fiddler’s Green

Intersection of
Routes 100 and 17

REMAINING STEPS:
#1 - Complete the right-of-way acquisitions, construction plans, bidding construction and
selection of the contractor for construction.
The Route 100 Transportation Path is a first significant step toward establishing an
infrastructure that supports better communication within the village centers in the Mad
River Valley. Additional enhancements toward making the villages more walkable and
bike-able in conjunction with this project ongoing now and in the future include:
• a gravel pathway connecting Irasville Common,
• upgrading the Village Path,
• sidewalk improvements on the west side of Waitsfield Village,
• sidewalk improvements on Bridge Street and
• new sidewalks with development in the growth center of Irasville.

