
Letters  . . . . . . . . . 4

My View  . . . . . . . . 5

Business News . . 8

People, Places . . . 14

Entertainment  . . . 16

Sports . . . . . . . . . . 18

Calendar . . . . . . . . 20

Nature . . . . . . . . . . 27

What’s Inside

Local road crews ready for 
a muddy spring

Waits e d

Select board 
advances  
solar array 
vote

By Lisa Loomis

Waitsfield is moving forward with plans to bond 
for a solar panel array at its town garage next month, 
although the select board balked at citizen requests 
to bond for underground power on Bridge Street at 
the same time.

The select board held a March 27 special meeting 
to work on approving the wording for a bond vote 
warning for a solar array that would supply most 
of the electricity needed for the new town offices, 
the fire station, the Wait House, the school, the town 
garage, the library and the street lights on Bridge 
Street.

The town is working with Nils Behn of Aegis Re-
newable Energy, Waitsfield, on a project that will 
cost $355,000, less any grants received. It would fea-
ture 400 solar panels and would produce 119,000kWh 
per year. Waitsfield (and Warren) are applying for 
grants from the state of Vermont’s Clean Energy 
Development Fund. The maximum allowable grant 
amount is $125,000. Grant applications are due May 
9.

And while the board approved the documents nec-
essary to move forward with a May 6 bond vote and a 
May 5 informational meeting at the school at 7 p.m., 

See SOLAR on Page 9

The transition from winter to 
spring in The Valley makes driv-
ing down a road like dodging 
darts in a video game, as cars 
must be constantly on the lookout 
for potholes and frost heaves.

Extreme cold temperatures fol-
lowed by a few periods of warmer 
weather have caused damage to 
the roads that’s “more significant 
than in the past five years,” War-
ren road foreman Rae Weston 
said, although “we haven’t seen 
the full impact of what the win-

ter’s done yet.”

“I’ll be curious to see how the 
road lays back down once all the 
frost comes out,” Waitsfield road 
foreman Rodney Jones said, re-
ferring to the melting of heaves 
that have formed on paved roads 
due to water freezing and expand-
ing under their surface. Jones’ 
crew has already been filling pot-
holes for the past few weeks, as 
they’ve thawed out.

And while drivers have been 
dealing with tough driving condi-
tions on paved roads this March, 
getting down dirt roads will 
be much harder in the coming 
month, as the ground softens with 
warmer temperatures.

“We’re praying for the frost to 
come out of the ground slowly,” 
Jones said, but “we could be look-
ing at the worst mud season we’ve 
seen in a while,” Jones said.

Weston expects mud season this 
year will at least be worse than 
last year, “but we’re already into 
April, so maybe it will be short-
lived,” he said.

As far as maintaining dirt roads 

as they become rutted, “there’s 
not a lot we can do,” Weston said. 
Crews usually head out on nights 
when it’s expected to get below 
32 degrees and grade the roads 
before they freeze, “but it’s only 
good for the next day, and then 
we do it all over again,” Weston 
said.

“There’s only so much you can 
do with mud,” Jones echoed.

Really the only way to minimize 
damage to dirt roads over the 
next few weeks will be to avoid 
them. “If you can travel less, 
that’s a good thing,” Weston said.

For those who live on dirt roads, 
“use your own discretion,” Jones 
said. The town will likely be post-
ing roads closed to all but local 
traffic soon, “but just because a 
road doesn’t say closed doesn’t 
mean you should pound your car 
through it,” he said.

As The Valley slogs through 
mud season, Jones urges drivers 
to “be patient.” The road crews 
are working as hard as they can, 
but “it’s spring in Vermont,” he 
said.

-

Ellen. 
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the Earthwise Transfer Station, Waitsfield or Armory on Armory Avenue 
(Behind Thatcher Brook Elementary School) on April 26, 2014.

April 23, 2014

April 26, 2014

$50

50

Between 8 am and 10 am at the Earthwise Transfer Station, 
Waitsfield or Armory on Armory Avenue (Behind Thatcher 
Brook Elementary School) on April 26, 2014.

Mon-Fri: 7am-4:30pm; Sat: 7am-2pm; Sun: 8am-2pm
MAD RIVER GREEN SHOPPING CENTER  •  496-5470

Green Mountain Coffee Roasters • Espresso
Fruit Smoothies • Hot Soups • Grilled Panini

We also carry  
Vermont Specialty  
Gifts to take home!

Breakfast and Lunch Menu: Eat-In or To-Go
Fruit Smoothies and Frozen Drinks are here!

Delicious food in a  
vintage SEtting

a 

Waitsfi eld
(802) 496-2080

Richmond
(802) 434-4142

Waterbury
(802) 882-8074

www.jamiesonins.com

www.sothebysrealty.com
www.vermontcountryproperties.com

Donna Cusson
802-496-6000

FOR RENT: 1BR/1BA Fiddlehead 
Condo, furnished. Summer 2014 or 
Year-Round. Call for details 496-6000

w o r k aw a y
short-term

office & meeting space

daily | weekly | monthly

496-3200
www.workawayvt.com

Waitsfield Village

Timbers Restaurant at 
Sugarbush Resort has hired 
Bruce Hyde Jr. as manager. 

Hyde, raised in the Mad 
River Valley, brings a depth 
of restaurant management ex-
perience to his new position. 
Hyde’s earliest restaurant ex-
perience was earned working 
for his parents at the Hyde 
Away Inn & Restaurant while 
attending Harwood Union 
High School. Hyde went on 
to gain experience at several 
other local establishments.

Hyde continued to build on 
his management experience 
as a student at the Cornell 
School of Hotel Administra-
tion. While at Cornell, Hyde 
pursued another passion—
running—and finished fourth 

at U.S. Nationals for the 1500 
meter – just barely missing a 
spot on the 2004 World Cham-
pionship team.

After college, Hyde spent 
several years working as a 
professional musician, a pok-
er player and pursuing his 
love of food around the coun-
try.

Hyde returned to The Val-
ley last year to take over man-
agement of the Hyde Away. 
Working closely with the chef, 
he helped develop a new 
menu that has earned several 
awards, including Seven Days’
Best Things to Happen in Ver-
mont Food 2013.

Hyde plans to continue to 
improve and expand upon the 
local food movement at Sug-

arbush. “I believe if we want 
to keep this area the way we 
all like it, we need to focus 
on farm-to-table, focus on 
supporting the working land-
scape and putting out the best 
quality food we can,” states 
Hyde.

And on non-working days in 
the winter, Hyde may be seen 
enjoying the perks of his job. 
Along with High Fives found-
er Roy Tuscany, Hyde was a 
member of the first freeride 
team at Sugarbush, which lat-
er evolved into the Diamond 
Dogs program.

For more information, visit 
sugarbush.com or contact 
John Bleh at (802) 583-6814 or 
jbleh@sugarbush.com.

Timbers introduces Bruce 
Hyde Jr. as manager

Solar
Continued from Page 1
the meeting became another 
referendum on the issue of 
underground power on Bridge 
Street.

At the meeting, the select 
board faced a roomful of peo-
ple who wanted to revisit an 
issue that was hotly debated 
at Town Meeting on March 4 – 
the issue of putting the power 
on Bridge Street underground 
when the town undertakes 
road, drainage and covered 
bridge repair work on Bridge 
Street this summer.

At Town Meeting in 2013, 
voters, after much passionate 
discussion, approved spend-
ing $50,000 to install under-
ground power conduits on 
Bridge Street when the road 
and bridge work was done. 
The plan was to install the 
conduit when the street was 
torn up and at a later date 
have the wires pulled through 
to get the power underground. 
The select board decided not 
to pursue that when Green 
Mountain Power balked at 
having empty conduits and 
costs of the project escalated.

At Town Meeting this year 
the issue came back and was 
subject to more intense dis-
cussion, two paper ballots and 
two proposed amendments to 
Article 8 which called for al-
locating $75,000 for repairs to 
the covered bridge.

Those amendments did not 
pass and the select board, 
during the public forum por-
tion of its meeting last week, 
was asked by a group of peo-
ple to bring the issue to the 
entire town for a vote. At 
Town Meeting, proponents 
asked first to have $400,000 
added to Article 8 and then 
$350,000 added to Article 8. 
At last week’s meeting propo-
nents re-raised the proposal 
from 2013 to simply ask voters 
to approve just enough money 
for undergrounding the pow-
er ($56,000) as well as asking 
voters to approve enough to 
complete the project.

Former select board mem-
ber Bill Parker along with 
Bridge Street resident and 
property owner Sam Gulisano 
were among those who asked 
the select board to bring the 
issue before voters along with 

the solar array bond vote.
Gulisano stressed the his-

torical importance of the cov-
ered bridge and Bridge Street 
to the town, noting that re-
turning the street to the way 
it looked before power was 
important. Select board chair 
Paul Hartshorn asked him if 
he’d prefer to see the street 
returned to dirt as well.

Bev Kehoe urged the board 
to bring the issue to the voters 
noting that it was a good solu-
tion and cost effective.

“You think $400,000 is cost 
effective?” asked select board 
member Scott Kingsbury.

Members of the public chal-
lenged the notion that the 
conduit could not be put in 
ahead of time and asked the 
select board to “stand up to 
Green Mountain Power.”

“It is my understanding that 
Green Mountain Power did 
not refuse but that it was not 
their preferred option,” said 
select board member Sal Spi-
nosa.

“That’s right,” Hartshorn 
said.

“The question is really are 
you willing to ask the public 
for their opinion, thoughts or 
vote, or is this decision made 
here?” Bill Parker asked.

“Can I ask the select board 
to consider bringing this back 
to the voters, at least to the 
point of putting the conduit 
in?” Parker asked.

“We just had the engineers 
take it out of the Bridge Street 
and covered bridge project. If 
we bring this for a bond vote, 
we have to put off the Bridge 
Street project for a year,” 
Hartshorn said.

The select board voted only 
to bring forward the solar ar-
ray bond vote, although Spi-
nosa said he would have sup-
ported bringing both items to 
the voters.

Select board members, af-
ter the meeting, suggested 
that the cleanest way to get 
the underground power issue 
to voters would be to petition 
the select board to bring the 
article for a bond vote. If that 

happened, the board would 
postpone the work on Bridge 
Street until after that vote.




